CSS Fixed Width, Centered Web site starting with a Dreamweaver Template
— tutorial modified from S. Sullivan and G. Rewis — Chapter 2, Mastering CSS with Dreamweaver
CS3 by R. Berdan

In this tutorial we will build a basic web site using two techniques — first | will show you how to
build the site using Tables by slicing the design in photoshop and then formatting it in
Dreamweaver - the total time will be under 30 minutes to create your template. Then we will
create the same design using CSS - this tutorial requires images that will be provided.

There is some disagreement over whether or not web developers should abandon tables and
create web sites using only CSS. | still believe tables are useful, faster and easier and used
together with CSS can produce beautiful looking web sites that are easy to maintain. However, it
appears that the web and software like Dreamweaver is pushing towards the use of CSS — and it
clearly has some advantages, however from this tutorial you will see that they are neither easier
or faster to implement and CSS requires considerably more knowledge. That being said — best
way to make yourself more employable is master CSS as well as tables.

Horticulture as Art
. Color your life

The Design on the top left was created using tables after slicing the design in photoshop and
savaing for web. The design on the right looks similar but was built entirely using CSS. Both
designs require images created in an image editing program. This tutorial only explains how to
use CSS to build the template — the images will be provided.

1. Create a new folder call it horiculture, and place the images folder supplied to you inside.

2. Start up Dreamweaver CS3\CS4 and select the CSS template 2 column fixed, right
sidebar, header and footer template.
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Main Content

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Praesent aliquam, justo convallis luctus rutrum, erat nulla
fermentum diam, at nonummy quam ante ac quam.
Maecenas urna purus, fermentum id, molestie in, commodo
porttitor, felis. Nam blandit quam ut lacus. Quisque ornare
risus quis ligula. Phasellus tristique purus a augue
condimentum adipiscing. Aenean sagittis. Etiam leo pede,
rhoncus venenatis, tristique in, vulputate at, odio. Donec
et ipsum et sapien vehicula nonummy. Suspendisse
potenti. Fusce varius urna id quam. Sed neque mi, varius
eget, tincidunt nec, suscipit id, libero. In eget purus.
Vestibulum ut nisl. Donec eu mi sed turpis feugiat feugiat.
Integer turpls arcu, pellentesque eget, cursus et,
fermentum ut, sapien. Fusce metus mi, eleifend
sollicitudin, molestie id, varius et, nibh. Donec nec libero.

H2 level heading

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Praesent aliquam, justo convallis luctus rutrum, erat nulla
fermentum diam, at nonummy quam ante ac quam.
Maecenas urna purus, fermentum id, molestie in, commodo
porttitor, felis. Nam blandit quam ut lacus. Quisque ornare
risus quis ligula. Phasellus tristique purus a augue
condimentum adipiscing. Aenean sagittis. Etiam leo pede,
rhoncus venenatis, tristique in, vulputate at, odio.
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Dreamweavers templates are all shades of gray when you start. Each “box” represents a specific

div with an id element to identify it.

3. Look athe CSS panel to view the styles associated with the Dreamweaver template.
Notice that each id element is preceeded by a class element e.g. .twoColFixRtHdr




#container. The preceeding class elements are only needed if you plan to build a web
site and use several different Dreamweaver templates. To make the template easier to
work with we will first remove the preceeding class elements so the code is easier to
work with.

4. Go into code mode and find the first body tag it will look like this:

<body class="twoColFixRtHdr"> - delete class="twoColFixRtHdr - then go up to the head of
the document inside the style and select the text twoColFixRtHdr in the style (click and drag
your mouse over the text to select it) — then Edit>Find and Replace — click on the Replace All
box, this will replace this text with nothing throughout the page.
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All Current All Current
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| — body — body
— . twoColFixRtHdr £container — #Fcontainer
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— . twoColFixRiHdr £header hi — #header h1
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After

After removing the preceeding class you will see the CSS box is much simpler and easier to work
with. When you are finished you should copy all the style commands into an external style sheet
and link it to your web pages. You may also want to remove some of the comments in the code.



This Dreamweaver template is made up of a several boxes — an outer #container which is 780
pixels wide and contains the other boxes, #header, #sidebar, #mainContent and #footer. Each of
these is an id element and is unigue. The template also comes with float right and float left (.fltrt
and fltlft) classes to align images left or right on the page. It also includes a .clearfloat class which
can be used to ensure the content does not wrap around the other divs.

5. Click on the body tag selector at the bottom of the document in Dreamweaver — this
selects all the content on the page:
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body tag is visible at the bottom of the page in Dreamweaver, also select it in the CSS panel to be
sure you have the <body> tag not the container selected.

6. Click the edit (pencil icon) in the CSS panel to open the CSS Rules box and Select
Background — change the color from the default #666666 to #7F98C3 click Apply to view
the change. You should see that only the background has taken on a light blue color. If
you see light blue inside the container you did not have the body tag selected when you
made the change. With the CSS rule box still open (if you closed it click back on the
pencil icon), Select Type in the left box and set the values as shown below then click OK
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Extensions
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Text-decoration: [ underline Calar: ﬂl #000000
[ overline
[ line-through
I™ blink
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Your CSS in the head of your document for the body tag should look like this:

body {
margin: 0;
padding: O;
text-align: center;
color: #000000;
background-color: #7f98c3;
font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif;
font-size: 100%;
line-height: 1.5;

7. If you have not saved your page yet — this is as good a time as any — File>save as
template_yourname.html (You can name it whatever you want template.html is also
fine).

USING BACKGROUND IMAGES

In order to make our web page exhibit a 3D appearance we are going to add a drop shadow
around the edge of the content area and we will add a False gray box that extends down the right
side of the design by using a background image that tiles.

The trick to make the 3D edge and Faux right column is to add a graphic as a background inside
the container div. The image we will use is called “body_back.jpg” in the folder images it looks like
the strip below. The image is 700 pixels wide by 10 pixels in height.

8. First place your cursor inside the page and select <div#container>. Click on the pencil icon to
edit the #container element — from the category box select Background, then select Background-
image, click browse and find the image body_back.jpg in the images folder, Click Apply to see
the background image, Set Background —repeat to repeat y — image tiles vertically in the Y
axis only. Then select the Category Box, uncheck the Padding Same for all and set the Right to
9px and Left to 9px, the width to 682 px. (700 px — 9px — 9px = 682px). and then click OK to
close the box. The background should appear.

LU TE2UNT WU 200 Al gL, LUNReLtsiue] aulpisuinny =i
Praesent aliquam, justo convallis luctus rutrum, erat nulla
fermentum diam, at nonummy quam ante ac quam.
Maecenas urna purus, fermentum id, molestie in,
commodo porttitor, felis. Nam blandit quam ut lacus.
Quisque ornare risus quis ligula. Phasellus tristique
purus a augue condimentum adipiscing. Aenean sagitlis.
Etiam leo pede, rhoncus venenatis, tristique in, vulputate

________________________________________________________________________
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8. To make the Sidebar 1 Content box transparent — so you can see the lighter blue color in
the background stripe — select the <div#sidebar> tag at the bottom then click on the CSS
pencil icon to edit the CSS. In the Catebory box select Background, click on the
Background-color option — click on the square and click on the smaller square on the
right with the line through it on an angle — this sets the default color — transparent.
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Positioning Background-repeat:

Extensions

Background-attachment:

Background-position (X):

Background-position (¥):
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CREATING THE HEADER

9. Place your page in split view and place your cursor on the <div#footer> tag at the bottom
— press the right arrow key on your keyboard — the cursor should now be after the </div>
tag in the footer section.

<div id="footer">
<p>Footer</p>
<!-- end #footer --></div>(Cursor is here)

This places your cursor between the end of the #footer and the end of the #container.

10. In the Common category of the Insert bar, click on the image icon (sixth from the left —
tree picture) and navigate to images Ig_flower.jpg and select it and click OK (leave the
text boxes in the Accessbhility text box empty). The flower image appears at the bottom of
your page on the left side.



11. Select the flower image. On the bottom of the CSS styles panel, click on the New CSS
Rule icon. Leave the Select Type on Compound in CS4 (advanced in CS3), change the
selector name to #container .overhang and click OK.

12. In the Category List, select Positioning and choose the following values:

Position: absolute
Placement Top: Opx
Left: -65px

Click OK — the image will still be in place. To move the image — click on the image, in the
properties box select class drop down and from the menu select .overhang. Your image will
move to the top left of the page and it is negatively margined of the left side of the page — this is
because the image is taking its position off the body element not the container.

13. To fix the image position — we need to make the #container position relative. Select the
#container in the CSS properties pane, click Add property, type position or choose it from the
drop down menu then choose relative from the drop down menu that appears in the right column.
The image should appear in the correct position!
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Properties for "#container”

background-calar [] #FFFFFF
background-image url(, . fhoriculture fima. . .
background-repeat  repeat-y

border 1px solid 000000
margin-bottom i
margindeft auto
margin-right auto
margin-top U]
padding-eft Spx
padding-right Spx
text-align left
width 632px
position relative
Add Property

The flower is in position but it overlays some of the page content — which we will fix shortly.



ADDING THE BANNER ART

13. Place your cursor in the header and at the bottom right click on the <h1> tag and from the
pop up menu choose Remove tag. Dreamwever will remove the tag and leave the word
header highlighted — press delete to remove the word. (Of course you could have simply
gone into the code and removed the <hl>Header</h1> tags).
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14. With your cursor inside the <div id="header”> Cursor here </div> click on the Insert
bar and select the image icon and select the logo.jpg picture to place it into the head section.
The image is sliding beneath the flower due to absolute positioning.

15. Select the <div#header> in the tag selector bar and the #header in the CSS panel. In the
Properties pane of the CSS panel, change the value of the background property from
#DDDDDD to #FFF (white). Also change the padding values to 40px Opx 20px 150 px
(Top Right Bottom Left) — this will move the logo to the right.

Save your page at this time.

ROUNDING THE SIDE COLUMN

1. First we will added a rounded corner to the top of the side column. Select the #sidebarl
style in the CSS pane and click on the pencil icon at the bottom of the CSS pane to edit.
In the Category box select Background >Background image> Browse and select the
corner_t1.gif file. Set the Repeate property to no-repeat, Background —position X: left and
Background position Y: top. (see below).
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3. To fix the misalignment we need to modify the width of the side bar and the padding
values. Select the #sidebarl in the CSS panel and below in the Properties change the
values to:

Width: 184 px;
Padding: 20px 20px;

Then preview and the corner should be snug. 184 +20+ 20= 224 px the width of the sidebar.

4. Now we will add a Faux bottom corner. By placing it in the footer the curve will always be
at the bottom. Place your cursor into the footer div and in the Rules pane select #footer.
Click the edit icon to change the properties. Select Background in the Category, change
the background color to white #FFFFFF and add the Background image corner_br.gif.
Set it to no-repeat. Click Apply. Select Background position x- right; Background position
y —top. Click Apply and your corner should be in the correct position. Click OK.
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Lorem Ipsum dolor sIt amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Praesent aliquam, justo
convallis luctus rutrum, erat nulla fermentum
diam, at nonummy guam ante ac quam.
Maecenas urna purus, fermentum id, molestie
in, commodo porttitor, felis. Nam blandit quam

Footer

STYLING THE HEADINGS

Since all the headings will be the same color and font we can create a compound selector to
modify h1, h2, h3 and h4 at the same time.

1. Click on the + new CSS rule button at the bottom of the CSS panel and select Compound
in the Selector name text filed type: hl, h2, h3, h4 then select OK. In the Category box
select Type and set the color to #628958, font-family: Georgia, Times Roman, the select
Block Text-align: right. You may have to add a carriage return in the main content area
to move the text down below flower picture.
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ADDING A DROP CAP to the beginning of a paragraph
1. Create a new CSS Rule > Selector Type: Class in the Selector name field type .dropcap
and press OK.
2. Category: Type select: Georgia, Times Roman ..., color: #7F98C3.
3. font size: 5em, Line-height: 0.85 em
4. Category: Block select display: block
5. Category: Box: float Left, Padding Top 0.03 em, Right 0.1 em
6. Select OK

Click and drag on the first letter of the paragraph, then select class in the property box and select
dropcap — the first letter should be light blue and large like the one below.

AVECLERE " Uriini-ian

o

........ : . 4oor
:Drem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer sk
fadipiscing elit. Praesent aliquam, justo th
---------- convallis luctus rutrum, erat nulla L ik
fermentum diam, at nonummy quam ante ac in
quam. Maecenas urna purus, fermentum id, : bc

From here you can add, links, buttons, boxes and additional images. When you are finished you
should export the CSS to external file. Select all the CSS styles by shift-clicking the CSS window
pane, click on the top right of the pane and from the flyout menu select>Move CSS Rules>Move
rules to a new stylesheet provide a name e.g. mystyle.css and select OK.
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